92                                                          LETTER FROM COURT
Majesty for holding courts of justice in the Company's settlements, of the
commission for trying pirates, and of the necessary authorities empowering
the appointment of courts martial, with the several books of instructions and
papers relative thereto, which will more particularly appear in the lists of the
packets to which therefore you are referred.
165.    You must make use of every conveyance to send home all the French
prisoners taken at Chandernagore, or any other places since, and you are to
give orders to the commanders of every one of our ships to receive as many
as they can conveniently carry, and you are to desire the captains of His
Majesty's ships on their return to bring as many as they can.
166.    As we have already given directions for your entirely demolishing
Chandernagore, we expect you will carry the same effectually into execution
and you are further directed to demolish all fortifications and works belong-
ing to the French taken or  which shall be taken  since  the capture  of
Chandernagore.
167.    We do now comply with your repeated requests in taking off the
prohibition that confined your trade to the Choromandel Coast to Madrass
only.   You shall in future be under no other restrictions than our servants of
Madrass.   These our orders shall be now signified to that Presidency .and we
hope you will merit this indulgence,
168.    In the course of your consultations after the loss of Fort William and
its subordinates we should have been pleased to have found some few instances
of your parsimony in the distressed situation of the Company as well as parti-
cular persons, and a backwardness to come into an approbation as well as the
discharge of many demands made upon us, for the convenience and support
of those residing under our protection as our own servants to counter ballance
the many we can but look upon as lavish and profuse.   This remark is more
particularly confined to the hire of vessels, where every thing that hath been
demanded seems to have been immediately agreed to; to point out particular
instances would be a task as irksome as the time for the dispatch of these ships
and the immense load of extraordinary business which hath of late occurred
will little admit of.
169.    Nothing seeming .more extraordinary in that .respect than in the
case of the ship >Doddaley} we cannot pass it over in silence.   That she was
taken up for the preservation of the Company's effects and settlement may,
and we believe is true, but the contract does not appear on which a demand
is made on the Company for sixty four thousand rupees, the owners dp
not appear, the legality of the demand was not admitted by all the members
of the Council, though the majority thereof ordered a certificate to be granted,
for any thing that appears to us the greater part of that majority might be
interested in the event, and there is a circumstance very strongly favouring
that suspicion, which is the omission of a very remarkable letter, on the occasion
which was delivered in, relative to that and, some other points, which hath
been laid before us (a copy of which goes in the packet) and nothing of it
appears on the face of your consultations"; as nothifig should pass there, in the
course of which debates arise and minutes, letters or any other kind of evidence
Reproduced,-which "Is not properly noticed'thereon'or entered affer the 'con-
sultation, *so the sinking' arjtd withholding 'from "us such-light's must naturally